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This discussion paper is authored by Vasilii Robbek, an Even leader and scholar from Republic of 
Sakha-Yakutia. 
 
It contains the English and Russian versions of the speech and presentation Prof. Robbek delivered 
at the World Expo 2005 in Aichi, Japan in September 2005. He had been invited by the Expo 
organisers as a part of the larger Snowchange delegation that included 
 

• Vyacheslav Shadrin, Chief of the Council of Yukaghir Peoples, Sakha-Yakutia 
• Darren King, Maori Scholar, Aoteoroa 
• Apanui Skipper, Maori Scholar, Aoteoroa 
• Tero Mustonen, Snowchange, Finland 
• Kaisu Mustonen, Snowchange, Finland 

 
Vasilii Robbek who passed away in 2010 was an Even scholar who was a talented linguist, an Even 
(Lamut) leader from Northeastern Siberia and the author of several of the Indigenous rights laws 
and decrees in the Republic and beyond.  
 
In early 1990s he established the Institute of the Indigenous Peoples of the North in Yakutsk and 
was instrumental in coordinating and establishing the Snowchange work in Sakha-Yakutia since 
2004. Central to this were efforts to support and establish nomadic schools in the region. 
 
Much has been said about Robbek’s works elsewhere but this Discussion Paper revisits September 
2005 and the unique, visionary pathway he provided at the World Expo building on the Indigenous 
knowledge and contributions it could make to climate change and survival of the Arctic peoples. 
 
We continue to celebrate Vasilii’s friendship, life work and vision by releasing this Discussion Paper.  
 
Tero Mustonen, Chair 
Snowchange Cooperative 
Lehtoi, Finland 
 
 
 
































































